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Drumming without the pain

N snare drumming, the rise of increas-

ingly intricate beatings, the development

of the HTS (high tension snare) system
and the rigid drum carrier all seem to have
worked for each other, hand in hand, to give
drummers an ideal instrument and set-up for
displaying their talent.

If there is a problem with the arrangement
it seems to arise, as often as not, as pain in the
drummer’s lower back.

And this is where Nova Scotia-based drum-
mer and drumming teacher Chris Wallace
can help.

The problem lies in the way the rigid harness
transmits the weight of the drum to the body:
“it holds the drum away from the body and,
through the shoulders, applies a cantilever effect
to the lower back,” he said. “The engineering,
the physics, is far harder on the body than is
has to be.”

Chris Wallace began drumming in 1974
with the Dartmouth Boys Pipe and Drum
Band, and won the Nova Scotia Pipe Band
Association’s “Champion Supreme” tidle for
solo drumming (NSPBA) in 1978. That was
with the over-the-shoulder sling.

He had been just five when his family
emigrated from Dundee to Nova Scotia, and
it was back to Dundee that he went in 1980
to complete his higher education as a visual
artist. He complered his Ordinary National
Diploma in Graphic Arts at the College of
Commerce in Dundee and went on to Duncan
of Jordanstone College of Artand Design from
which he graduated with a B.A. (Honours) and
a postgraduate Diploma of Fine Arts.

Back in Scotland, Chris Wallace also kept up
his drumming. He first joined the MacKenzie
Caledonia Pipe Band at Broughty Ferry then,
in 1986, moved up to the grade 2 Tayside Po-
lice Pipe Band. He was with the band in 1991
when it won the grade 2 World Pipe Band
Championship title and topped the Champion
of Champions table.

After 14 years in Scotland, having married
and with a young family of two children, Chris
Wallace returned to Canada in 1994,
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NEW HARNESS DESIGN

CHRIS WALLACE demonstrates
the new Phoenix Percussion “Talen'
drum harness... “the load is carried

symmetrically through the whole

body, and the centre of gravity is
brought lower.”










